Accidents to patients in hospital: a comparative study.
A comparative study of 50 reported accident patients (cases) and 50 non-accident patients (controls) was carried out in 10 wards in a large, acute hospital, using primary and secondary data from patients, nurses and records. Folstein's Mini-Mental State test was used to measure the mental status of patients. The mental status of the controls was significantly better than that of the cases. Nurses' responses indicated that significantly more accident patients were incontinent of urine than non-accident patients. There were also indications from patients of three additional unreported accidents. Further study was needed to estimate, more closely, the frequency of unreported patient accidents. This is the second paper in a series of three. The first appeared in Nursing Times on August 17, and the final one will be published on September 28, along with implications for practice and recommendations.